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What an exceptional Field Day! If you missed it, you 
missed a good one! We can all hope that next year's will 
be as good or better! Thanks to FD coordinator Mike 
Stansberry K@TER and all the station coordinators 
(KOTER, NONTX, K2LCT, N@ZPX, KQ@HBZ, 
KB@YCI) for making everything go well. We didn't seem 
to have as many campers this year. Maybe it was the 
location. It was a great location, but a bit of a drive for 
those in the Springs. Setup at Sourdough began at 1300, 
with some folks not getting in until later that afternoon. 
Mike K@TER had the military mast set up for the CW 
beam and operated CW from his trailer. The other club 
tower/beam was used for the HF SSB station. Wes 
K@HBZ brought up the MARC portable station that was 
used as NX@G and also served as an elmer station. 
NX@G operated as 1A; WA@VTU was 2A CO. 
MARC's Bryan Curtis KC@HEV brought up three tents 
(about 10'x10') that were used for each of the HF SSB, the 
UHEF/VHF, and the satellite stations. Everything finally 
came together before noon (the VHF/UHF station got off 
to a little bit of a late start), and we were well into scoring 
points in no time. 


The grills require 2 control operators - Don WOGTZ and Larry N9HSW assist. 


PPRAA / MARC Field Day 2K |! 


Jason KC@HHV logs, while his friend Kevin Barber (no license) operates; 
Les KC@NC watches over as control operator (WV7T Photos) 


One of the best parts of this year's Field Day was that we 
had quite a few younger people operating. George 
WQ@GHL's grandson Jessie came up from Arizona and had 
a great time calling CQ and handling a pile-up on Sunday 
morning on 10 meters. Ryan KC@GLQ and Hic 
KC@GYM logged and assisted for Jessie, who doesn't 
have a license (yet!) Jim N@TUI brought along his 
nephew (who will start at the USAFA this fall - new club 
member??), and although I didn't see him operate, I think 
he enjoyed checking things out. Cassie Boyes (also no 
license yet) became inseparable from the HF SSB station, 
as did Ken KC@DMY's daughter Nichole. Both really got 
into calling CQ, and their female voices were quite 
distinguishable on the air. Finally, Jason KC@HHZ, a 
new ham from the January ham class, got on the air and 
also helped log. 

The food wasn't all that bad either (c'mon ... you know I 
mean it was really great!) Dinner on Saturday consisted 
of hot dogs and hamburgers and pot luck for the sides. 
Breakfast on Sunday morning was hot cakes, (see pg 3) 


Page 2 


July 2000 


Meetings Our monthly 
meetings are normally on the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
at 7 pm at Mount Calvary 
Lutheran Church, 1318 N. 
Circle Drive, about 1/2 way 
between Platte Ave and 
Constitution Ave on N. Circle. 
Our Annual meeting is in 
October. 


Regular License Exam 
Sessions PPRAA ARRL test 


sessions on the 2nd Saturday of 
even numbered months at 9 am 
at the Denver Technical 
College, 3245 International Cr, 
across from Memorial Park. 
Contact Erik KG@XE for 
details. 

Examinees need to bring (1) 
$6.65, preferably a check or 
money order payable to 
ARRL/VE, (2) picture ID; 

(3) the signed onginal and a 
copy of your current amateur 
radio license and CSCEs you 
have (we keep the copies); and 
(4) a pen, pencil, and 
calculator if needed. Memory 
calculators will be checked. 


PPRAA Web Page Sec it at 
http://www.gqsl.net/ppraa/. 
Thanks to Rick Brown K@SU, 
our webmaster and reflector 
maintainer. 


Get on the PPRAA E-mail 
Reflector Stay on top of new 
or short-fused developments. 
Send e-mail to 

majordomo@ qth.net; within 
the body type “subscribe 
ppraanet”’. 


PPRAA Simplex Net All 
amateurs are invited to join us 


on Thursday evenings at 7 pm 
on 146.58 MHz simplex for 
our club net. Get the latest 
club and regional happenings! 


U Officers & Directors U 


*President Mike Anderson WV7T 634-7168 w7t@aol.com 
Vice-President Sid White K4ARM 495-4147 —_—_ sidwhite@worldnet.att.net 
Secretary Rhoda Anderson KB2BZY 634-7168 w7t@aol.com 
Treasurer Rob Roller N7LV 282-0204 n7lv@amsat.org 
*Board Member Moe Pierce WBORTF 550-0406 — wh0rtf@amsat.org 
*Board Member Paula Gainer KC@AGG 391-2567 —_ pjgainer@freewwweb.com 
Board Member Rick Brown K@SU 531-9423 kOsu@arrl.net 
*Board Member Roger French KB@RLF 598-9570 —_clutch_service@msn.com 
*Past President Moe Pierce WBORTF 550-0406 — whOrtf@amsat.org 
@-Beat Editor Rob Roller N7LV 282-0204 n7lv@amsat.org 

*This Officer/Director is completing the second year of the two-year term to which they were elected. 
U Committee Chairs & Contacts U 
Activity (vacant -- volunteer desperately needed) 
Auditing Jerry Allen N@GCA 264-1278 — jerall@msn.com 
Asset Mike Stansberry K@TER 636-1290 — kOter@arrl.net 
Historian Jody Borst KAZ@ROZ 634-3995  kcOnc@worldnet.att.net 
Interference Bill Petty N@NIX 532-1439 —_william.petty@lsil.com 
Membership Les Borst KC@NC 634-3995  kcOnc@worldnet.att.net 
Programs Rick Brown K@SU 531-9423 kOsu@arrl.net 
Publicity Rick Brown K@SU 531-9423 kOsu@arrl.net 
Public Service Mike Stansberry K@TER 636-1290 kOter@arrl.net 
Swapfest 2000 Bob “Rails” Ryals = KI@GF 265-9950 ——— rryals@pcisys.net 
Technical Education Linda Hedges KBORKW 683-7828 ~=— kbOrkw@juno.com 
VE Testing Erik Mugele KG@XE 596-5345 — erik@teuton.org 
@-Beat Rob Roller N7LV 282-0204 n7lv@amsat.org 
ARES EC Larry Dunn NOHSW 265-0329 — Idunn@divide.net 
ARES Liaison Mike Stansberry K@TER 636-1290 —_ kOter@arrl.net 
CCARC Liaison Ron Deutsch NK@P 593-8352 deutschra@aol.com 
RACES Officer John Roberts KB@VGX 575-8400 — kbOvgx@worldnet.att.net 


U Upcoming Club Programs U 
Jim Patton NOWGQ will talk about Colorado Connection System of Rptrs 
Info not yet available 


The @-Beat is published monthly in the interest of the members of the Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc, P.O. Box 16521, 
Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521. Permission is granted to reprint articles provided credit is given to both the author and the 


@-Beat. For membership and subscriptions see the back inside cover of this publication. Monthly advertising rates: Full page $48; 
Half page $24; Quarter page $12; Business card $6. Rates are billed quarterly. Send advertisements and payments to Pikes Peak 


Radio Amateur Association, Inc, P.O. Box 16521, Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521. 


Articles for the 0-Beat 


Deadline for articles or ads is 
usually the 20th of the month. 
Submit articles by e-mail, by 
U.S. Mail to the club’s 
address, or in person to the 
editor. Editor reserves nght 
to correct for readability, 
grammar, spelling, length and 
punctuation. 


Nonprofit Organization The 
PPRAA is a federally 


recognized 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization and 
welcomes all contributions. 
Your contributions/donations 
may be tax-deductible. 
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iy Sy 
VHF/UHF station going up (W@MHP Photos) 


eggs and sausage patties. Thanks to all of our amateur 
cooks and to HP for providing that fabulous grill and even 
the fuel! 


Recognizing the fire danger, HP/Agilent parked a water 
tanker truck with about 3,000 gallons of water at the 
campsite. Rhoda KB2BZY had a bunch of buckets that 
were filled with water and distributed to all stations and 
generators. Fortunately they were never needed. Besides, 
we’re not sure if anyone would even know how to drive 
the truck anyway. The weather held up beautifully for the 
entire 24-hr period, but almost on cue it started raining 
just as we began to take the antennas down at noon on 
Sunday. But it didn’t rain for too long. 


Tom NONTX, our resident satellite expert, with John KG@MC watching over. 


KRDO TV-13 news came out to do a feature news story 
on Field Day. Reporter Naomi Binkley spent several 
hours out at the site interviewing Sid KAARM, Wes 
K@HBZ, Eric KCOGYM, Ryan KCOGLQ et al, plus 
getting good video. The final story came out pretty nice. 
It aired June 25 at 1700 and again at 2200. KKTV TV- 


11 came out also, but a little late. They showed up about 
1/2 hour after all the equipment was down. Fortunately 
the folks that were left went through the extra effort so 
that TV-11 could do a short segment which also aired that 
evening. Speaking of coverage, Mike Anderson WV7T, 
Doug WOMHP and others took a bunch of photos, so we 
hope to see those on the club's web page soon enough. 


Allin all, it was great fun. And the cooperation between 
PPRAA and MARC paid off in terms of people, getting 
the tents, cooking the food, providing the equipment, and 
setting up and tearing down. As it tumed out, we did have 
some equipment problems, and Wes K@HBZ loaned an 
FT-847 to the CW station. [hear Mike may be thinking 
about a new radio after that! The Kenwood in use at the 
beginning of the contest for HF SSB had some overheating 
problems, so it was replaced by a TS-50. (The 
overheating problem, though, was operator induced, as the 
antenna tuner covered the vents on the TS-680.) de N7LV 


UU Club Programs UU 


At the Jun board meeting Mike WV7T told me someone 
asked him about why the upcoming club programs aren't 
in @-Beat. I don't know who asked the question, but I 
would have been the better person to ask instead of Mike. 
My phone number is listed on page 2. Since I don't know 
who asked the question, everyone gets the answer. The 
club programs are listed in the @-Beat on page 2, about 
half way down the right side. They have been listed there 
since February. [usually only get a one- or two-liner 
about what's coming up, so I figured since we'll always 
have a club program I can list it on page 2 where there is 
other regular information about the club. Now, let me ask 
a question back to you, whomever you are. What kind of 
programs would you like to see? I'm sure Rick Brown 
K@SU has asked this question many times. But it does 
help Rick if he knows what people want to learn about. 
What do you think of the idea of having the folks that gave 
presentations also write an article on the same subject for 
the @-Beat? (That might scare some away, though, so I 
won't suggest it.) Or we could go back to Doug 
W(B)OMHP's brainstorming session listing what people 
wanted to see back in Jan 96. (Top choices then included 
antennas, emergency preparedness, packet, 1.2 GHz 
repeaters, and foxhunting antennas.) Or, let me ask even a 
better question: what programs would you want to 
present? Quite frankly I believe that if someone has a 
desire to learn about something, then that person is the 
best person to give a presentation on the subject. Reason 
is when you do research on it, you're getting the latest info 
available. All you have to do is to come and present what 
you learned. You don't need to be a certified expert to 
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present. So, let's see who contacts Rick first about doing 
the next program. de N7LV 


UU Hamfest Schedule UU 


> Jul 15: Northern Colorado ARC, Loveland. Contact 
Michael Taylor N7RKC, 970-203-0609 (evenings), 
mtaylor@hach.com, 
www.info2000.com/~ncarc 


> Aug 19-20: Note Date Change !!! Mountain 
ARC Campfest, Woodland Park. Contact Wes 
Wilson KOHBZ, 719-687-8758, 
wlw@prodigy.net www.qsl.net/nx0g/ 
Note their raffle will still be Aug 27, held at the QTH 
of KOHBZ. 


> Aug 20: Denver Radio Club, Golden. Hamfest & 
Colorado Section convention. Contact Ron Taylor, 
K@HRT, 303-989-3978, kOhrt@arrl.net. 


UU Passingthe Time UU 


[Ed: Historian Jody Borst KAOROZ is planning to 

provide material to give us an historical look at our 

past. In the interim, here are some items extracted from 

previous 0-Beats.] 

> 15 Years Ago this Month: The PPRAA will 
work with Pete LaFosse NOLA to make a COS 
VE teama reality. Pete and other VEs will 
handle the testing while the PPRAA will find a 
place to meet. 


> 20 Years Ago this Month: At the board 
meeting, which met on the first Monday in the 
month at that time, Ray Uberecken AAOL 
announced that the Central States VHF Society 
will meet in COS on August 15. 


UU 220/440 UU 


After last month's article on 2 meters, I was asked if I 
could write about similar information about 440 MHz, 
and I'll throw in what I know about 220 MHz. Clearly 
2M takes the crown as the most often used band for FM. 
It's closely followed by 440, then by 220. Twenty years 
ago, 440 might have been considered as an elite band. 
Most radios were NOT dual band, so you had to buy a 
separate radio to talk on 440. A handful of hams had 
private repeaters or remote bases on 440. Nowadays 
practically everyone has a dual band radio, and 440 is 
much more popular. 220 for some reason has never taken 
off in this area as a popular band. It is used for repeater 
linking and there are a few local repeaters on 220, but 


other than that, you won't hear much. I've monitored 
223.50 MHz and never heard a call. 


There is a band plan for 440. It's different in a few ways 
from 2m. On 440, the normal channel s pacing is 25 kHz 
instead of the 15/30 kHz on 2m. Although, most 440 
radios will handle the 12.5 kHz spacing. Repeater offsets 
are 5 MHz. You can easily figure out if the offset is plus 
or minus. If the offset puts your transmitter out of band, 
then it's wrong. All repeater activity stays in the 440- 
449.995 MHz range. You shouldn't see any US repeaters 
below 440, so keep that in mind. If someone says they're 
going to 448.1, then the offset has to be minus, because 
positive would put you at 453.1, which is not in the ham 
bands. 

Standard repeater outputs are from 447.0449.975 MHz, 
which means that the standard repeater inputs are 5 MHz 
below this at 442.0 - 444.975 MHz. (In some parts of the 
country this plan is reversed with the output on the lower 
of the two frequencies.) From 445.0 - 446.975 MHz are 
considered simplex, but are also shared with some control 
and auxiliary linking. 446.0 MHz is the 440 band's 
national calling frequency. You will find people on 446.0 
occasionally around here. It's not real busy, but it does 
getused. You'll also find a few folks that have found 
themselves a quiet channel down in the 445 MHz range, to 
get away from all the busy talk on 2m. 

But if you really want to get away from the crowds, you 
need to get a 220 radio. Actually the band is 222-225 
MHz, but not too long ago the 220 MHz ham band 
actually went down to 220 MHz. Some folks refer to it as 
the 222 band. My 220 radio is an older rig that goes 
down to 220. 1.25 meters, as it's sometimes called, has 
repeater offsets of 1.6 MHz. That makes it a little harder 
to do the math in your head. A repeater output at 224.8 
would have an input at 223.2 MHz. 

The 1.25m band is one of two bands above HF where 
Novice class licensees can work (the other is a 
subband of the 1.2 GHz band). Novices used to be 
limited to a subset of the 220 MHz band, but now it 
appears that they have the entire 222-225 MHz 
spectrum to play with, but the maximum power 
they're allowed is 25 watts. There's up to 260 kHz or 
so available for FM simplex. This makes it practical 
for someone that has a Novice license to go ahead 
and communicate via VHF FM without having to 
study for another upgrade if they so desire. But it 
also means that you have to buy a pair of xcvrs for 
220. 
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UU V.1.P.P.P. UU 


[Here's this month's Very Important Pikes Peak Person. If 
you want to contribute a little bit of an autobiography we'd 
be happy to print it here.] 


How I Became an Amateur Radio Operator 


As a freshman in high school I had great hopes of 
becoming an Amateur Radio Operator. A classmate and I 
were experimenters of sorts with crystal sets, Ford spark 
coils, one- and two-tube regenerative super-regenerative 
radios built to cover the shortware bands, and sometimes 
the broadcast band, regrettably! That's because spark 
coils and regenerative receivers emit suprious emissions 
throughout the RF spectrum. My first QSL card was 
HCJB, Quito, Ecuador. What a thrill! 


After high school I attended Colorado State College of 
Education in Greeley, now University of Northern 
Colorado (UNC). My freshman year was coincident with 
James Michener's, a professor there. We joined the Navy 
about the same time. This was 1941 and the US became 
involved in WWII on 7 December. Amateur radio 
operations were closed down and no new licenses were to 
be issued for the duration. 


In 1942 I took and passed the Captin Eddy test, an entry 
qualification test for the US Navy Rate of Radio 
Technician. I qualified for the rating of Second Class 
Radio Technician. I enlisted in the Navy in Bremerton, 
WA and following boot camp, progressed through three 
training courses in RADAR and RADAR maintenance. 
On May 13, 1944, my outfit, VF302, a squadron of F4U 
Corsairs, departed San Diego for the New Hebrides 
Islands, 12 miles south of the equator in the South Pacific. 
Yes, lam a Shell Back. The dropping of two atom bombs 
on Japan ended the war and found me with US Navy 
Squadron VF100 at Barbers Point, Oahu, HI Iwas 
mustered out as an Aviation Chier Fradio Technician. 


I interviewed for a job with radio station KLZ, a CBS 
outlet in Denver, CO. Although I did not possess a Radio 
Telephone license, the chief engineer hired me with limited 
duties while I studied and was issued that license. At the 
same time I enroled as a student at the University of 
Denver to study towards an electrical engineering degree. 
Iwas also courting Saralee, who was attending CSC Ein 
Greeley. 


During my tenure at KLZ I worked the station control 
board, operated both the AM and FM trans mitters, did 
remotes from Lakeside Park which involved the Midget 
Auto Races and broadcasting the big bands, including 
Frankie Carle, Jimmy Dorsey, Buddy Rich, Tex Beneke, 
Skitch Henderson and others. 


Not until I graduated with an electrical engineering degree 
from the University of Denver and taken a position with 
John Hopkins University, Applied Physics Laboratory, did 
I take the examination to become a ham. I received my 
ticket in March of 1952, W3TMR. My first ng was a war 
suiplu Navy ARC-5 transmitter and receiver modified to 
operate in the 40 meter CW band. I graduated through 
radio controlled model airplanes to a full Collins ng, a 
32S-1, 75S-2 and a 30S-1 2000 W PEP linear. 


At that time, about 1960, Antarctic exploration was at a 
peak. I found that with the new ng and my TR4, 
4-element beam up at 30 ft or more, I could communicate 
with the hams stationed there. Through 1984 Ihad placed 
hundreds of two-way radio contacts bectween men 
stationed on the Ice and their families all over the US. 
Back then the KC amateur prefixes were only assigned to 
Antartic Expedition amateur radio facilities. I became 
well acquainted with many of the operators and the 
personnel at the various sites including South Pole Station 
KC4USN; KC4VOS, the Russian station at Vostok; 
KC4USV McMurdo; KC4USM Conjugate Point near 
Byrd Station; KC4AAE SKY-HI, KC4USK Eights 
Station; and KC4USC Williams Field. 


Not until the US successfully launched and operated polar 
orbited satellites did amateur radio fade as a 
communications means to and from Antartica. Polar 
orbits permitted direct telephone communications to the 
States, and so an era in ham radio came to an end. 


73 de Mel Hosea W3TMR 


UU Lunch Bunch 


Lunch Bunch meets on Jul 13 at 11:30, 
Country Buffet at the Citadel Crossing 
Shopping Center. (Always the 
Thursday following the club meeting.) 
Contact Ginger Hipszky NOUOD for 
details. See you there! (NO LUNCH 
BUNCH IN AUGUST!) 


nn nn 


UU Correction ... 


Last month we reported that the PPFMA tech team that 
found the noise problem on the 146.97 MHz repeater 
included Doug Stroup NOZPY. That was an error. It 
should have read Dave Stroup NOZLZ instead of Doug 
Stroup. 


UU Colorado 14er Event UU 


The 2000 Colorado 14er Radio Event will be held Sunday, 
August 27" from 9 am to 12 noon. Amateur radio 
operators will operate portable from the summits of 
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various Colorado 14,000 ft mountains. Amateurs are 
encouraged to work as many of the mountaintop stations 
as possible. However, this is NOT A CONTEST; no 
points are awarded, no scores recorded. A special event 
QSL card can be obtained by QSLing to the mountaintop 
station's home QTH (please include a SASE) or QSL to 
K@YB. Most mountaintop stations will be running low 
power handheld radios. Stations running high power need 
to keep in mind that they can interfere with stations they 
cannot hear. Radio operators with 14er hiking experience 
who wish to participate should contact Bob, KB@CY at 
(719) 488-0859 or e-mail (preferred) to 
kbOcy@arrl.net. To avoid having multiple stations 
on the same peak, amateurs that want to participate must 
coordinate with KB@CY. Frequencies used during the 
event (in MHz): 


Frequency Mountain 

146.43 Longs Peak 

146.46 San Juan Range (Handies, Redcloud, ...), Sangre 
de Cristo Range (Crestone, Humboldt, ...); Culebra 

146.49 Bierstadt, Grays, Torreys 

146.55 Coordinating freq (Pikes Peak) 

146.58 Mt Evans 

147.42 Elk Range, No. Sawatch Range 

147.45 Mosquito Range (Quandary, Lincoln, ...) 

147.48 So Sawatch Range (Huron and peaks south) 

147.51 Pikes Peak (for QSOs) 

147.54 Reserved for Mountaintop Stations Only 

223.5 Primary 222 MHz freq 

446.0 Primary 70 cm freq 

446.025 Alternate 70 cm freq 

446.05 Alternate 70 cm freq 

92.525 Primary 6m FM freq 

1294.5 Primary 1.2 GHz FM freq 

144.2 2m SSB calling freq 

50.125 6m SSB calling freq 


Other bands/modes: standard calling frequencies 


Look for activity on the HF bands at 14.260 MHz, 21.330 
MHz and 28.350 MHz. 14er Event E-mail List: 
Subscribe to the 14er Event E-Mail List by sending an e- 
mail to majordomo@qth. net with the words 
"subscribe 14er" in the body of the message. The 
Colorado 14er event web page, 

http: //members .aol.com/colol4ercontains 
much more information on the event. 

Warning: Climbing mountains is inherently a 
dangerous activity. Do not attempt this without proper 
training, equipment and preparation. 


UU Backpackin’ QRP FD UU 


QRP'ers are a funny bunch. Many of 'em love to get out 
of their shacks and operate in the field. I'm one of them. 
Go figure. But there are at least five different field events 
held each year for QRP operation (even one in February!). 
And many of us make it six, thanks to the ARRL Field 
Day held each June. 


Some of us opt fora nontraditional approach to FD--no 
generators, no throngs of club members. Just battery- 
powered rigs, CW, paper logs and dupe sheets--just like 
the universe intended (though opinions will vary on this 
point). Solitude comes at the end of the trail and all your 
supplies get there by human power. Leave the big rigs at 
home--this kind of operation calls for a battery-sipping 
QRP ng you can mn all weekend on a modest gel cell. 


This was my third FD. It was also the third year that 
I've been backpacking. Funny coincidence. My first 
backpacking trip was also my first FD, enjoyed with 
Steve NOTU from near Stanley Reservoir just W of 
the USAFA. The next year, Steve NOM HQ joined 
us for an expedition up Mt Herman. This year, 
N@TU had to back out at the last minute, so this 
year only NOMHQ and I trekked up Mt Herman 
again in anticipation of another great Field Day. 


O-Beat 


Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association 


July 2000 


Page 7 


One of the first rules of backpacking is to eliminate 
all the unnecessary stuff from your pack. After all, 
you have to carry all that weight! The second rule, of 
course, is that you have to whine about all the weight 
that's left--all the way up the trail! The trail to the 
top of Mt Heman isn't very long (0.8 miles), but you 
gain about 750 ft in altitude. Steve and I reached our 
site along the southern ridge at the top in a little 
under an hour, whining all the way (or was that just 
me?). 

After making camp (shelter first, then fun) we strung 
our inverted vee's in the trees and got on the air--or 
at least tried to. Steve planned to work only 20m, 
having brought only his NorCal 20 QRP rig. His 
plan was to prune his coax-fed antenna for 
resonance. Unfortunately, he didn't bring the right 
connectors so he could put an SWR meter in the line! 
After an aborted (and quite inventive) attempt at 
mating the BNC and UHF connectors using safety 
pins, 


Steve shrugged his shoulders and just hoped his 
SWR would be good enough. I used a twinlead-fed 
inverted vee with a small tuner called the ZM-2 from 
Emtech, and Iwas on the air quickly with my 
Wilderness Sierra. I planned to start on 10m and 
also work 15, 20 and 40 during the event. The bands 


were pretty good, and the weather wasn't bad either. 
The afternoon was spent alternately sitting in the 
shade working contacts, admiring the scenery, 
kibitzing, and just enjoying it all. 

There's nothing urgent or frantic about our 
backpacking QRP FD participation. We set one 
goal--to enjoy ourselves. Need a break? Turn off the 
rig and take a hike. Sleepy? Crawl in the tent and 
call ita night. The number of Q's in the log isn't the 
measure of success--only the amount of fun we're 
having. 


Mother Nature was very kind to us again this year. 
We felt only a few raindrops on a very comfortable 
Saturday afternoon. Although we didn't see any 
other people during the entire event, we had lots of 
little black ants to keep us company. Every so often 
my rig would experience some rapid drift--I wonder 
if there was a little ant crawling between the plates of 
my tuning capacitor? 

We stayed on the air until about 10 PM Saturday night, 
and then spent another hour or two on the air on Sunday 
morning before packing up and heading back for 
civilization. All told, we each probably spent between 8 
and 10 hours on the air. [managed about 120 QSOs, 
bettering my effort from last year (Steve has declared that 
his score shall be classified in the interests of national 
security). 

Backpacking Field Day 2000 was a great time. For 
QRP'ers, it's a neat way to show how well a very 
spartan station can work. My FD station weighed a 
total of 7 Ibs including batteries and antenna. 
Communing with the forest is an experience that 
many of us enjoy. What could be better than 
combining it with ham radio? I'm already looking 
forward to FD again next year! de Dave Ek ABOGO 
UU Club Picnic UU 
Hey folks! The PPRAA picnic is scheduled for Aug. 6th. 
Please put it on your calendar. It will be at the AF 
Academy picnic grounds this year. Things will get started 
around 10:00 A.M. with a tailgate swapfest. A chance to 
swap tall tails as well as equipment. We will plan on 
eating around noon. We are also planning door prizes this 
year. Yes, we have picked them out but I will keep ita 


secret fora while. They will be worth buying tickets for. 
See you there! de KOSU 
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The PPRAA is an ARRL Special Services Club, but it is not an emergency services club itself. The PPRAA supports all amateur radio involvement in public service and emergency 


Public Service & Emergency Communications Activities 


communications in any way it can, including reporting activities happening in the region. These columns are based on available knowledge, and the opinions expressed are not necessarily 


the ACE of RACES, ARES, -_ or ~ other organization or its = 7 used with RES 


Fl Paso County 


Colorado 


http: //www.qsl.net/epcraces/ 


VHF Net Tuesdays at 1930 on 147.345/448.1 MHz 
CMRG repeater 
John Roberts KBOVGX, RACES Officer 


Don't forget about the RACES picnic this month on July 
16, from 1000 to 1600 at the Fountain Regional Park, 
pavilion #1, on Highway 85/87, just south of Widefield. 
Hopefully the weather will be better than last year's 
overcast cool day. The new net control script has been 
posted to the EPCRACES web page. Please check to see 
when you've been assigned net control duties. While 
you're there, check out the other pages on the web: 
activation reports, net scripts, and the RACES handbook. 


http: //www.qsl.net/n71lv/dist14.htm 


VHF Net Tuesdays at 1900 on 146.97 MHz 
PPFMA repeater 
Larry Dunn N9HSW, Emergency Coordinator 


Public service season is still in high gear -- don't stop 
now. Hill Climb should be over by now, but the MS-150 
is a big one also. You might get this @-Beat in time. 
Contact Jeff NOWPA to assist. Mike Allen NOMIK has 
volunteered for the PPARES training coordinator, so 
expect to hear from him soon. You should start to see 
some mission plans posted to the web site. After Action 
Reports have been there fora while now. Visit the web 
calendar or see KOTER's e-mail for other activities. 


UU 


Wildland Firefighters Depend on Amateur Radio 


[Excerpted from the ARRL Letter, Vol. 19, No. 23, June 16, 2000] More than 60 Colorado hams have been on 
volunteer duty since Jun 12 as two wildfires burned out of control this week. ARRL Colorado Section Emergency 


Coordinator Mike Morgan, N5LPZ, reports [ARES], [RACES], and Red Cross Communicator teams are involved in the 


response. Two wildfires are raging in the Colorado mountains. The Hi Meadows fire, 35 miles southwest of Denver, 
has burned more than 6500 acres and some three dozen homes. In Larimer County, more than 400 firefighters are 
battling the Bobcat Gulch fire, now more than 5000 acres in size. Both fires are less than ten percent contained. More 
than 800 people are said to have been evacuated so far. Gov Bill Owens has declared a state of emergency for Jefferson, 


Park, and Larimer counties. 


In the Hi Meadows Fire, Morgan says, more than 50 ARES, RACES, and Red Cross Communicator team members 


have been on duty all week providing the main line of communication since the fire began. He said about 10 members of 


Jefferson County ARES/RACES are working on the fire lines, relaying status reports and requests for equipment. 
Others are staffing Incident Command and various operations posts as well as fire resource and staging areas. 


"Most of the ARES members have received wildfire and Incident Command System training," Morgan said. Staffing 
assistance is coming from neighboring Douglas/Elbert, Park, Teller, and Boulder County ARES/RACES groups. The 
Forest Service has brought in its own VHF system, Morgan says, but ARES/RACES members are expected to remain 
on duty through the week for added support. Morgan said the Mile High Chapter of the American Red Cross has 
activated its Red Cross Communicator group with assistance from Arapahoe County ARES. The team is staffing Red 
Cross shelters to help handle requests for personnel, food and other supplies. 


In the Bobcat Gulch fire response, four Larimer/Weld County ARES members have been activated to support the Red 
Cross and the Salvation Amy. Local emergency response officials have contacted ARES leadership, and ARES 
members are currently on standby. Morgan reports both fires continue to grow, and efforts to contain them are being 
hampered by 50 MPH winds, high temperatures and low humidity. "ARES/RACES members have represented the 
hobby very well, providing critical communication services since day one," he said. "Although containment could be 


days down the road, hams are in it for the long haul!" 


[Makes us have to ask ourselves if we're prepared to handle this kind of emergency. Something to seriously think 


about. ] 


O-Beat 
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UU Dits and Bits UU 


> For Sale: RC292 antenna kit: $65. Can be used on 
all bands 2m thru 20m. Contact me for info and pix 
via e-mail. Bill French W2SRQ, w2srq@att .net, 
683-2770 


> Trade: Minature Icom speaker mic 'HM-46' for 
Kenwood or Yaesu speaker mic or ? Paul WORW, 
wOrw@aol.com 

> For Sale: Kenwood TM441A UHF xcvr: $175; 
Icom IC-2000H: $135; Kenwood TM-241: $120. 
Mike Bernstein AA@SP, 683-3838 

> Trade or Sell: Mint condition 3-ele 10m beam. 
Also looking fora 6m beam or 10/15/20 beam. Also 


assisting a student in finding an inexpensive xcvr. 
Mike Anderson WV7T, 634-7168. 


8:40pm. Submitted by Rhoda Anderson, KB2BZY, 
Secretary. 


UU Board Minutes UU 


na 


UU General Minutes UU 


The June 14th, 2000 meeting of the Pikes Peak Radio 
Amateur Association was called to order by President 
Mike Anderson WV7T at 7:03pm. There were 46 
members present. Mike asked for corrections or 
omissions to the May club meeting minutes as printed in 
@-Beat. A motion was approved to 
accept the minutes as printed. Rob 
Roller N7LV gave a brief 
Treasurers’ report. Bob Ryals 
KI@GEF informed the club of a post- 
swapfest meeting at the North Adademy 
Village Inn Saturday June 17th at 9am. Moe 
WBQORTEF updated the club on the next Lunch Bunch 
location. Rick KOSU gave update on QSL.NET and their 
system upgrades. He also asked for a volunteer to take 
over as Club publicity and meeting program coordinator. 
Reminder of the club picnic, Aug 6 at the Air Force 
Academy. It was noted Kate KC@EGJ was going to have 
a hospital stay. Ryan KC@GLQ announced that the club's 
Thursday night 146.58 MHz 7pm net was growing. Mike 
WV’7T gave update on upcoming code classes starting in 
August. Rosie WA@MNL is starting a wonderful project 
with a notebook containing a page description of club 
members. Pictures and descriptions will allow future 
members to see and read about members of the past. 
Upcoming events: Field Day, Pikes Peak Hill Climb (Rob 
N7LV needs names of volunteers), "4th on the 3rd", and 
the Balloon Classic. The HAMMY was presented to 
Ryan KC@GLQ and Hic KCOGYM. Mike KOTER 
gave a fine presentation on the upcoming Field Day 
preparations and background. Club meeting adjourned at 


[The July board meeting will be held at Rob N7LV's 
OTH on Monday Jul 17. RSVP 282-0204.] 

The June 19th 2000 PPRAA board meeting was 
called to order by president Mike Anderson WV7T at 
7:12pm at his home. Board members in attendance: 
Mike WV7T, Sid K4ARM, Rhoda KB2BZY , Rob 
N7LV, Moe WBQ@RTF, Bill KD@JU (proxy for 
Roger KB@RLF). Absent Rick KOSU, Paula 
KC@AGG, Roger KBORLF. Guest Aaron 
KD6FLM. Mike WV7T said he will take orders for 
ARRL Field Day pins. There was discussion 
regarding the Third (or 4th) on the Fourth event with 
Aaron KD6FLM providing background information 
(Aaron was also asked if he needed assistance with 
the October Library Exhibit), "Fire Muster" on 
August 5th (whether the club should be involved), an 
invitation from Barnes & Noble to do a kids night 
intro to ham radio (Rob N7LV looking into it), 
needing a picnic coordinator (Mike WV7T and 
Rhoda KB2BZY with Sid K4ARM will coordinate 
the event), topics for club events or projects, club 
dues, code classes starting in August (Mike WV7T 
instructing), preplanning the Christmas Party, and 
last, a location for next board meeting (pending?). 
Rob N7LV brought a copy of the scanned @-Beat 
newsletter CD he has been hard at work on. It was 
professionally prepared and covered many years of 
our coveted newsletter. It was a brief and mainly 
painless board meeting. Meeting adjourned 8:00pm. 
Submitted by Rhoda Anderson, KB2BZY, Secretary. 


UU President's Soapbox UU 


Greetings one and all. I’m still recovering from Field 
Day. What a great 3 days! Yep, I worked a ton of 
overtime to get Friday off so I could get the best 
parking spot! What a location and we were well 
taken care of. Two portable plastic ham shacks with 
ventilated seating, a huge water truck in case of 
forest fire, and the local insect population came out 
to welcome us! I arrived early Friday morning to 
find Mike KOTER welcoming me. We set up my 
HF/6m antennas and equipment for later in the day. 
The trees were so tall and full, a cool breeze, some 
sprinkles here and there. I tried to operate all Friday 
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night but the bands were not as good as last year, but] Ram ; aA 
aid catch a KH5 and Z31 and vhogeed? the VHF 6m UU Membership Report UU 
station (hope K2LCT will forgive me) making [Ed: My apologies to Les ... this was supposed to 
pages of contacts with a wide open band. appear in the June issue. If you’re in either of the 
last two sections and haven’t renewed, well, you 
know .... Of course if you have renewed, you’re 
okay. ] 


Please welcome these New Members 


JAMES ALBERTSON Ill...........+. KCOHPV 

STEPHEN ANDERSON..........+. KCOHQH 

ELIZABETH FERRARA ......++0+55 KCODMQ 

CAROL FERRARA.......eeceeeeeeeel KCOCYU 

DUTCH HARBERT......+2ceeeeeeees KCOHQI 

GENE, HARPER siiisiajeiassie cpa siaseiatere apccateiens KBOEK 

JOHN HASLING ........e0eeeeeeees KCOHQK 

ROBERT ISHAM. ........2200eeeeeees KCOHPY 

ROBERT LANZA......220000eeeeees KCOHPR 

NATE: LEACH eiicajassintseacapwiaidadwrrernal KCOHPW 

DIANE MARTIN ......0eceeeeeeeeeeee KD5JTA 

ROBERT MIKULAS ...........20005 KCOHQA 

SANJAK NAIK... cscs eee cece eee eed KCOHQJ 

DAVID NELSON ..........000eeeeees KCOHPT 

CAROL NELSON ..........00eeeeeee KCOHPS 

Mike WV7T (front) & Dick K2LCT work the pileup on 6 meters (WV7T Photo) CORA NIEMAN ......cecececeeeeces KCOHQG 
During one hour worked Field Day stations fiom LEY PULLEN Jt. csccsccsee KODHOF 
my lasttwo ham clubs ... on 6m no less! I simply MARK RICHARDS ......-++++++00+ KCOHQB 
A : ‘ REBBECA SLOAN ....+2seeeeeeeee KCOHQC 

cannot wait fornext year. Mowing the lawn will JONATHAN SPIEKER uo .cseeseeeeee KCOHPX 
seem So very boring now. I hope allwho came hada KENNETH VALDEZ........2+220+5+ KCOHQE 
‘ ‘ : RAYMOND VIGEANT ......+2+00005 KCOHQD 
temfic time. Eric and Ryan were great TV stars! A MICHAEL WEAVER ....eeeeeseeee ee KCOHPU 


big “Thanks!” to all who made this event one to 
remember and to those of you who enjoyed this 


é i " PAULA GAINER ...sseeeeseeeeeeees KCOAGG 
opportunity to "Hamm It Up!" de WV7T JERALD GAINER ....eseeeeeeeeeeees KC7GOL 
a x AKIHIRO MATSUDA woeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ABOIH 
UU Treasurer's Re port UU HAROLD PFANNENSCHMID........ WOZZS 
WOLFGANG SCHAER .......2s0008 KCOAEC 


3,035.00 - $1,551.36 = $1,483.64 (ending 05/31/2000 . 
} - ‘ 2 ie Cane ) Goodbye to the follow ing members. 
ncome - Expenses = Gain (Loss) JEFF GOODWIN... ceseeeeeeeeeeeees KCOFIJ 
: : LINDA HEDGES .......0sceeeeseees KBORKW 
Looks like some big numbers ? CAROL EY 

Remember this report is for CHUCK KELLEY idictcdecmcenacead NOXWW 
BRUCE KLICHE ......eeceseeeeeeeees KGOLH 
hamfest month, and these ERIK MUGELE........ecceeeeeeeseees KGOXE 
numbers reflect the hamfest VERNON SALLIE .....2.2seceeeeeeeees KIORA 


RICHARD SCHARER ......+-00ee00 NOUVT 
profits and expenses. There were CHARLOTTE SCHARER ....---2e+- NOVAN 
two parts to the hamfest the raffle and the hamfest 
itself. The raffle profits were only about $170, but Total Number of Members 
the hamfest pulled in about $820. Overall the 197 


hamfest was a total success! We’te looking forward | [Ed: For those of you getting the paper copy in the 

to another success ful hamfest next year. Otherwise | mail, please note Les' new color coding on the 

not too much going on during the rest of May and mailing labels. Yellow means that you're within a 

into June. de N7LV month of losing your membership. Red means this is 
your last issue! For those of you receiving the PDF 
version, Les is working on a notification method via 
e-mail to let you know when it's time to renew. ] 
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July / August 2000 -- Please see Page 2 for Points of Contact 


Wednesday Thursday 


4 Pikes Peak Hill 
Climb 
Independence Day 


il El VE 
El 


pf — 


9 PSE MS-150 10 11 12 PPRAA Mig 13 Lunch Bunch 15 No Colo 

PSE Round-Up Hamfest Loveland 

16 RACES Picnic | 17 PPRAA Brd Mtg 19 MARC Mtg 20 RACES Mtg ae 
25 County Fair 26 County Fair 27 County Fair 28 County Fair 29 County Fair 
RACES Demo RACES Demo RACES Demo RACES Demo RACES Demo 


30 County Fair 5 Fire Muster 

RACES Demo Display 

6 PPRAA Picnic 9 PPRAA Mtg 10 NO Lunch 12 PPRAA VE 
Bunch Testing 


14 PPRAA Brd Mtg 


16 MARC Mtg 17 RACES Mtg 


18 MARC Campfest | 19 MARC Campfest 
DRC Hamfest & CO 
State Convention 
Balloon Classic Mtg 


27 ical 14er Event 30 Barnes & Noble | 31 
Science Nite 


Future Dates to Note: Balloon Classic Sep 2-4. 
Membership Application for the Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc. 


Date: 
Name: 
Address: 
City: 


Call: 


MbrofARRL? OI Yes 


P.O. Box 16521, Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521 


C1 New Member CL Renewal 


State: 


Class:NT+GAE 


ONo Email: 


Additional Family Members to Join/Renew: 


Name: 


Name: 


Name: 


Would you like to receive @-Beat electronically via e-mail in PDF formatnstead of a printed copy? 


Call: _ Class: 


Call: _ Class: 


Call: _ Class: 


In which activities would you 
like to participate? 


7 | 
>O 
7 | 
>O 
4 | 


7 | 
>O 
7 | 
>O 
>O 
°O 
>O 


Field Day 

Demons trations 
Nets or round tables 
Organize activities 
Teach ham classes 


Full Member 
Family Membership 
Over 65 

Over 65 Family 
Associate 

@-Beat Only 

ARRL Dues Incl’d 
Donation to Club: 


Total Enclosed: 


O Yes O No 


Circle your interests > HF/ V/UHF/ FM / SSB / Digital/ DX / Contests / Technical / Hardware / 
Other 


Renew your ARRL membership through the PPRAA! Send your ARRLtenewal fom and your check for the amount due to the 
ARRL to the PPRAA. Make the check payable to the PPRAA. The PPRAA will forward your renewal form to the ARRL. The 
PPRAA keeps $2 as a donation or commission, and pays the difference to the ARRL 


New and renewing members must submit a completed application form along with your check to the Treasurer. 
Please Type or Print Clearly! 
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Miley's Radio 
719 West 7th Street, Florence, CO 81226 (719) 784-3040 
Since 1974 


AMERITRONAmp. AL811H New, 160-10m. $700 


KENWOOD TS440S/AT, $850 


AMPSUP LA1000NT (no tune), 160-10m, 1000w amp, never used. $300 


KENWOOD TS450S/AT, $850 


AMPSUP AT1200 matching tuner for LALOOONT. $150 


KENWOOD TS520, $325 


BUTTERNUT HF5-B HF beam 10 12 15 17 & 20m good cond. $150 


KENWOOD TS520SE, 160-10m, $375 


ICOM PS-55 20A power supply. $150 


KENWOOD TS530SP, digital, WARC, excellent CW/SSB filters, $550 


ICOM R1HT Receiver, 100 Hz to 1300 MHz. $225 


KENWOOD TS830S, nice, $600 


ICOM SP3 speaker. $40 


KENWOOD TS870S, DSP mint, $1700 


ICOM 730. $450 


KENWOOD TS930S, very nice, $750 


ICOM 735, w/ hand mic, electronic keyer, & mounting bracket. $625; w/o 
keyer & mounting bracket. $600 


KENWOOD 2100, HF SWR/ wattmeter, matches most Kenwood, $75 


ICOM 745, with internal PS, loaded with filters and TCXO. $600 


MFJ 9406X 6mtr ssb, new $250, used $175, CW adapter $40 


ICOM 751A, nice. $750 


TUCKER T-3000 Antenna Tuner 3kw PEP, cross-needle meter $275 


KENWOOD AT-230, Manual tuner. $130 


YAESU FT101E, xcvr with hand mic, good cond, $325, also B & EE, $300 
ea 


KENWOOD AT-250, Auto tuner. $250 


YAESU FT101ZD, digital, great cond, $450 


KENWOOD PS 50, 10 amp power supply. $150 


YAESU FT102, digital, AM/FM, WARC, excellent cond, $550 


KENWOOD SM-220, Scope. $275 


YAESU FT109RH, 220 MHz HT, 4w, $150, with tone encoder installed $175 


KENWOOD TS120S, 5-band xcvr. $325 


YAESU FT736R, nice, 6-2-400 modules, satellite ready, vox & mic, $1300 


KENWOOD TS140S. $550 


YAESU FTV707, Transverter, 6m module installed, for FT707-901-902, $200 


KENWOOD TS440S, $750 YAESU FT757GX, completely aligned, excellent cond, $575 


Complete line of ARRL books, Mirage Amps andMFJ Tuners and Accessories in stock 
Good stock of new & used 2m and dual band rigs, HF/VHF/UHF accessories, batteries & antennas 
Rotor cable, antenna wire, standard & silky, RG-58/AU, 8X, 8U, 213U, 9913 coax 1 ft to 500 ft. Insulators, baluns, antenna accessories 
NOW STOCKING 50-FOOT TELESCOPIC MASTS $105 
LOWER OVERHEAD...LOWER PRICES...ALL BRANDS OF NEW 
Lots of used & consignment ham gear, consignment fee 10% 
WE BUY USED HAM EQUIPMENT -- WE TAKE TRADE-INS & GIVE YOU TOP PRICES -- All used gear carries a 30-day money back guarantee! 
We also repair all brands of ham equipment. Shop rate $25/hr hams only, commercial rates higher 
STORE HOURS: TUESDAY - FRIDAY 9 - 5; SATURDAY 9 - 1 EVENINGS 6 - 8 BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
June 2000 


Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 16521 
Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521 USA 


First Class Mail 
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